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Mrs. Morris N. Young 
2 Fifth Avenue, Apt. 16 M 
New York, New York 10011 


Thanksgiving - 1971 


To those who consult this chart: 


Hopefully, a book will eventually come out of 
this family study. This first crude attempt to get 
all the lines down in chsrt form is bound to have 
many errors, particularly since birthdays given by 
different relatives were at times in disagreennt with 
census data; therefore, if you have proof of different 
dates, please write correction and explanation and mail 
to me at the above address where I shall probably live 
until September 1973; however, I hope to complete basic 
work this year(1972) if possible and need as much infor- 
mation as I can get in a hurry. 


If a correction seems justified, I shall make 
changes, but do not promise to answer letters unless 
interchange is necessary(correspondence has grown too 
great!). Having your addresses on file will be valuable 
for letting you know if and when I have a complete version 
ready. 


Any information from old family letters would be 
most welcome and stories about Massey,Kelley,Hardin or 
Howard families. 


Thank you, 


oA i 2 y) rs 

LLG 7th UR te ee) 

j Yo FD a 
(Mrs. Morris N. Young) 


NOTE FOR MASSEY ENTHUSIASTS: I do not know the history 

of our Masseys before 1850. Found them in the Henry Co., 
Alabama Census of 1850. My Great-Grandfather John W. 

Massey age 28, born N.C., was living in the household of 
Demcy Michell, age 26, born S.C. A Calvin Cooley also lived 
in that household(age 15). This Calvin seems to have married 
John W. Massey's daughter Nancy, who in 1850 was age 4 and 
lived in household of Elizabeth Helton.(Who'ts she?) John W. 
Massey's wife Elizabeth ? (do not know her last name 
before marriage) was Elizabeth Helton's neighbor and had 
children Elizabeth, Willis and William(my Grandfather William 
Andrew)living with her. Wife Elizabeth Massey was age 29 

and listed as born in Ga. I WILL BE INTERESTED IN AND ANSWER 
ANY LETTERS WHICH SHED INFORMATION ON MASSEY-HELTON-MI TCHELL 
AS POSSIBLY RELATED IN THIS TIE-IN. 
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Kelley--Massey-- Barnes 

Charles Kelley--Elizabeth Howard 

George Martin Kelley--Mary Emma White 
Charles Kelley, Jr.--Maiinda Harris 

Jessie B. Ross, I--Henrietta 

Robert Kelley--Hardin--White--Massey 
Elizabeth Ann Kelley--Stephen Sheiron 

Luster Magulia Sheiron--Pete Dingler 

Miles Steven Sheiron--Minnie Lee Knight 

(?) John White-- i es 

Robert Kelley--Martha Permelia White 

John W. Massey--Elizabeth 

William Andrew Massey--Sarah Frances Kelley 
John Madison Kelley--Willie Frances Kelley 
Susannah Kelley--Robert M. Roberts 

William Roberts-- 

John Steli--Suzannah Malone 

(15A continued) 

Thomas Thornton Collins--Kelley--Caskey 
Some Kelley--Ross--Stell--White Intraline Ties 
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By SIDNEY Fil 
Dr. Morris N. Young, an ophthalmole- _ 
gist and eye surgeon, was asked by “the. 
Bell telephone peeple about seven years 
ago if if would be harder for the averdge 
person to remember a seven digit number 
than two letters and five digits. 7 

Dr. Young assured Ma Bell that “seven digits 
was within the realm of human capability, but it 
would be easier if the seven digits were divided 


into one group of-three and another of four.” Bell 
took his advice. 


But why should~such a question be asked of 
the chief ophthalmologist at Beekman Downtown 
Hospital and professor of ophthalmology at the 
French and Polyelinic Medical School and Hospi- 
tal? Because Dr. You sesses the worl 
largest and most varied collection of everything 
related to mnemonics, the art of improving 
memory. 
He has over 4,000 things in the collection, 
which he values at about $100,000, Rare manu- 
scripts, books, monographs, engravings, art and 
art objects, memory devices, memory teaching 
cards, Mark Twain’s memory builder game and 
an assortment of memory cups. The eups bear 
such tender reminders as Remember the Giver, 
Forget Me and Remember Me. r 
“The cups were sometimes ‘used ag gifts at 
funerals,” said Dr. Young, tall, scholarly, a erack 
magician and author of a number of books on 
magic and collecting things about memory 
written before he ever thought of collecting. 


Has Rare Manuscripts 














Among his rare manuscripts is 
about 1410 by a Petrus de Rosenh 
with memorizing the Gospels, and a 14 
“Ars Memoriae,” the only exis a 
the only copy in the U.S.), by a chap named Cato 
Sacchus, the outstanding lawyer of his day. Dr. 
Young also has the first printed book on the sub- 
ject, “De Memoriae,” by Matheolus Perusi 
15th conéus, ipl eiepemene cence! 
ere’s a fire, you pick those books up and 
run,” Dr. Young said. 

When books were hand written and few. stu- 
dents, scholars, monks and those who took the 
trouble to read often used memory devices to 
prod their minds so they could remember long 
passages of writing. The devices were systems of 
abbreviations, letters, code words. But with 
printing in the mid 15th century they fell into 
disuse or disfavor and memory tricks had no 
respectable place in education. 


“But they’re now being used extensively in 
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learning,” Dr, Young said. “Memory devices are 
employed to teach non-Orientals Chinese and 
Japanese. 


A phonetical number system which 
converts numbers into sounds is of great use to 


the blind.” 


He explained it: There are ten hasie numbers, 


zero to 9 and each number is associated with a 


aries 
y 


sound. Zero with ss; 1 is t; 2, n; 3, m; 4, r; 5, 1; 
6, j; 7, k or ch; 8, £; and 9, p. So. 121 is tent. 


“This has created a whole series of diction- 
E with phonetical number systems,” Dr, 
+oung’ said. “They’re used by people whe want 


to sharpen their memories. Some people don’t 
need devices. They can remember extraordinary 


amounts of music or numbers, TI 








rey can beat a 
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Dr. Morris N. Young--No Memory Prodigy 


computer. A freak memory doesn’t have to be 
programmed. A computer does.” 

He recalled the memory exploits of a Bernard 
ifali, a General Electrie executive, who associ- 
d the picture of any thing in the company’s 
’ catalogue with the number next to it. When 
asked for any item in the catalogue Zufall woulé 
supply the number for it and find it at once. 


Created Special Dictionaries 
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He lived in the Bronx,” Dr. Young said, “and 
re him a name listed in the Bronx phone 
would give you the page it was on.” 

is from Lawrence, Mass., holds a 
cal engineering from MIT, which 
he was' 17, and took an MA. in 
ry at Hary to prepare for 
doing it the 
“The depression was on,” 


couldn’t even get a job at a g 













1 Dr. Young, “I 
station. I tried.” 
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ents me had to memorize a terrifying amount of 
material. 

e some odd inental stimulation: 

the first letter of each ‘word in an eight word 

. to the eight bones in the wrist. 

C a dirty one,” Dr. Young 

s which use dirty sentences 


aS 4 memory device.” 















ent five additional years to become an 
nologist, and five more as a flight sur- 
World War II. He then returned to medi- 
d his magie until Bernard Zufall died and 
his widow gave his collection of memory things 
to Yale and offered 125 duplicate books to Dr. 
Young. He bought them in 1955, gave his magie 
collection to the Library of Congress and turned 
to memory. 

Since then he’s written “A Bibliography of 
Memory,” and with Walter Gibson (author of 
“The Shadow”) wrote “How to Develop An Ex- 
ceptional Memory.” With his wife, Mrs. Chesley 
Young, a former. city school teacher, he wrote 
“How To Read Faster and Remember More.” 
Mrs. Young is the author of “The Magic of a 
4 ty Memory.” 














The doctor must have a prodigious memory. 
“Em far from a memory prodigy,’ 


“Tt comes hard? 





‘he sighed, 
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